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Brandon Downtown is the heart of our city and the site for government, the arts, churches, 

businesses, and financial institutions. Brandon’s downtown area has a critical and unique role in our 

economic and social development, creating a critical mass of activities where commercial, cultural, 

and civic activities are concentrated. This concentration facilitates business, learning, and cultural 

exchange. 

 

BDDC is mandated to drive the revitalization of downtown Brandon by identifying and encouraging 

investment and redevelopment opportunities to help you invest in the Brandon Downtown Area� 

With all aspects of business financial assistance and support, we are focused on the downtown’s  continued 

growth. 

 

Funding provided by the Government of Canada. 

 
 

Program Summary  and 

Objectives 

 

This program has been designed with supports for 

all types of downtown businesses. Whether your 

business is new to downtown or has been here for 

many years, this grant is here to help! 

The BDBIP program is anticipated to: 

➡  Retain existing businesses and help attract new 

businesses, thus increasing  overall economic activity 

in the downtown. 

➡  Support new and existing downtown Brandon 

businesses in reaching out to target specific 

demographics to generate sales, enhance profitability, 

thus, regaining the pre pandemic momentum achieved. 

➡  Increase the resilience of downtown businesses by 

helping them build their skills and capacity. 

➡ Leverage public funding to catalyze private investment in 

the downtown. 

➡ Create new and maintain existing jobs in Brandon 

downtown . 

➡ Facilitate partnerships with downtown organizations 

focused on building a better, stronger, and more 

resilient downtown . 
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Program  

 
 
 

 

 

New and existing downtown businesses can access up to 50% of eligible 

expenses to a maximum of $10,000.  

 

Applications are evaluated based on long-term business growth plans and how 

the requested funding will help achieve the identified growth plans. Approved 

funding shall be paid to an expert external service provider with the skills, 

knowledge, and expertise to support the business growth goals and help the 

proposed business improvement project be completed successfully and in a 

timely fashion.  

 

Eligible expenses include, but are not limited to the following: Business 

Strategy Development & Review, Operational Audit to identify areas requiring 

attention, Marketing/ Advertising/Branding/ Graphic Design, Digital/ e-

Commerce support, Web services, Financing/ Accounting Assistance, Human 

Resources support including training and development, HR Planning, 

Organizational Design, Employee Data Management, Staffing Solutions and 

Strategies, Market/ product Research, IT Support, Business Process 

Automation, System Security, etc. 

 

The funding will assist downtown Brandon businesses mitigate the impact of 

continued economic challenges faced by SMEs. The grant will focus services 

targeted to provide specific supports that help downtown businesses adapt to 

the current environment and build business resiliency. 

.
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Grant Program Process 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Review this program guide and come up with a 

plan to improve your business. If you need 

assistance developing a plan or finding service 

providers, we can help with that. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Submit your application to BDDC using the    online 

application. 

 

Work with us to determine the portion of eligible 

expenses in your project that can be  covered by 

this Grant Program. 

 

Wait to hear back from us about the status of your 

application within thirty (30) days of    your 

application being received. 

 

If approved, begin your project. Approved 

eligible expenses can include work started    on or 

after February 1, 2024. 

 
 
 
 
 

7 Receive your grant funds! 

 
 
 
 

 
Once your project is complete, submit receipts and 

required proof of completion. 

1 
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Funding for this program will be used to pay 50% of the service provider 

/ consultant fees, up to a maximum of $10,000 of the fees, paid directly 

to the service provider/ consultant. 

Tell us your long-term business growth plans and how the requested 

funding will help you achieve your identified growth plans. If applicable,  explain  

how  the  funding,  if  approved, will  assist  with  business  sustainability  

and  growth.   Approved funding must be paid to an expert external 

service provider who has the skills, knowledge, and expertise to support 

your business growth goals and help the proposed business 

development project be completed successfully and in a timely fashion. 

 

Eligible expenses include, but are not limited to services in support of 

the downtown business named on the funding request application: 

 

➢ Business strategy development / review 

➢ Operational audit to identify areas requiring attention 

➢ Marketing/advertising/branding/graphic design 

➢ Digital/ecommerce support, web services, including 

adding an online selling platform to an existing website 

➢ Finance/accounting assistance to support growth 

➢ Human Resource support, including staffing solutions 

and strategies 

➢ Legal services 

➢ IT support 

➢ Market research and experimentation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Business Improvement Grant 

 

Maximum funding available per applicant is $10,000. 
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General Eligibility Criteria 
 

➡ The applicant’s place of business must be the boundaries  of 

the Brandon’s downtown mandated area. 

 

➡ If a business also operates outside these boundaries, only 

the location(s)/operation(s) within the boundaries qualify 

for grant funding. 

 

➡ The business must have a valid and active Business 

Number and be in good standing with the 

Manitoba Companies Office or Corporations Canada. 

 

➡ The business must not be in arrears for any 

municipal, provincial, or federal, property or business 

taxes. 

➡ The business must not have any ongoing claims 

or outstanding judgments against it. 

➡ The business cannot be in rent arrears. 

 

➡ The business must not be prepared for sale, closure, or 

dissolution at any point prior to receipt of grant 

funding. 

 
➡ This includes, but is not limited to: 

→ Announcing a permanent closure to their employees 

or customers 

→ Holding a closing-out sale 

→ Listing the business for sale 
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Required Documentation 

Documents required to qualify for grant funding include, but are not 

limited to: 

➡  Most recent File Summary from Companies Office 

➡  Quote/ estimate of costs from a reputable service provider 

 

Other Important 

Information 
Grant applications will be evaluated for overall impact  and 

alignment with program objectives. To maximize the 

effectiveness of the program the projects with    the highest   

potential   impact   will   be   prioritized.  Approval and  

determination  of  services  included in a grant project 

are at the sole discretion of the Brandon Downtown 

Development Corporation. 

 

While this program is targeted to for-profit businesses, the 

program is also open to non-profit community organizations 

whose projects align with the Program Objectives. 

 
Program subject to funding availability and priority will be 

given to projects located in the Downtown Central business 

zone 

 
Have questions or need help developing your project 

proposal? 

➡ Help finding a location if your business is expanding or new to downtown 

 

➡ Help finding service provider(s) 
 

➡ Help developing your plan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Emmanuel Ahaneku at downtowndevelopment@brandon.ca for more information 

mailto:downtowndevelopment@brandon.ca
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Apply 
Now! 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


